Wenita Monitoring Results

WENITA

FOREST PRODUCTS

Production and Yield

Each month Wenita measures the harvested area by forest stand, usually with aerial photography,
but sometimes using satellite imagery. The log volumes produced in the month are reconciled with
the expected volumes for the areas harvested.

Yield estimation and growth modelling

Wenita measures growth rates and standing volume at various points in the forest rotation.
Typically, stands are measured using a sample plotting approach, with inventories at around ages 10,
20 and 24. The yield estimates are projected forward with growth modelling software programs
such as Atlas Forecaster and YTGen, and estate modelling is carried out using the Tigermoth
optimisation software. Wenita also maintains a network of Permanent Sample Plots, which are
useful in monitoring long-term productivity changes across the forest.

Forest Health

Wenita’s forests are surveyed annually by SPS Biosecurity, checking for pests and disease. Like most
forests in the Otago/Southland region, they are generally healthy with deep crowns, and relatively
unaffected by foliar diseases such as Dothistroma and Red Needle Cast.

Health and Safety Statistics

The Lost Time Incident Frequency Rate (the number of lost time incidents per million man-hours) is
reported below:
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Access Permits

Wenita monitors permits issued through an online booking system. The monitoring shows that
hunting and motorbike riding are the most popular activities:
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In 2025, Wenita issued 3,655 permits for access to the forests. Most of the activities are hunting (61
%), followed by motorcycle riding (18.3%), Dog Exercising (6%), Horse Riding (3.3%), walking (1.5%),
and 3.0% others, such as tramping, pinecone collecting, mountain biking/BMX and general access.

Hunting Kill Return Statistics

Number of Deer Number of Goats Number of Pigs

Row Labels killed killed killed

Jan 7 33 213
Feb 9 6 307
Mar 11 12 356
Apr 9 1 349
May 10 10 305
Jun 22 9 383
Jul 22 19 291
Aug 11 31 363
Sept 5 37 295
Oct 7 9 223
Nov 15 7 234
Dec 3 0 39
Grand Total 131 174 3,358

In 2025, there were 3,663 animal kills recorded within Wenita’s managed areas from hunting
practices. 91.7% were pigs, 3.6% were deer and 4.7% goats.



	Wenita Monitoring Results
	Production and Yield
	Yield estimation and growth modelling
	Forest Health
	Health and Safety Statistics
	Access Permits


